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Being Faithful; Being Fruitful 
Isaiah 55:9-13 (ESV) 

 

Isaiah 55:9-13 

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

    and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

    it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12 “For you shall go out in joy 

    and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

    shall break forth into singing, 

    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

INTRODUCTION: 

Israel has experienced the judgment of God through the Babylonian exile. Yet Isaiah 
55 stands as a powerful reminder that God is not finished with His people. Exile is 
not the end of the covenant, but the means by which God purifies and restores His 
people.  

In this chapter, the Lord invites His people to respond to His gracious promises. 

Isaiah 55 begins with a series of invitations: 

 “Come… come.. come…come”(v1) 

 “Incline your ear, and come to me (v3) 

 “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near” (v6). 

God offers satisfaction that the world cannot give (v2-3), a covenant grounded in the 
promised Davidic Messiah (v5), abundant pardon for sinners (v7), and a future 
overflowing with joy and peace (v12-13) 

But why should we return to Him? 
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Isaiah 55:9-13 gives us three compelling reasons rooted in God’s character and 
saving purpose.  

DISCUSS: 

1. God’s Ways and Thoughts Are Higher Than Ours (v9) 

In verse 7, God calls the wicked and unrighteous to forsake their ways and 
thoughts, and return to the Lord. Why? 

Verse 8 begins with a ‘for’, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts…” and verse 
9 adds to this point with another ‘for’: “For as the heavens are higher than 
earth…”  

This shows that God’s willingness to forgive (v7) and His covenant keeping 
faithfulness (v3-5) operate on an entirely different level to humans. Israel feared 
that God would not show compassion after their rebellion and judgment, but God 
reminds them that His ways are unlike human standards.  

We may not forgive, but God does. We may not have compassion on rebels, but 
God does. Our words of promise fail, but God’s covenant promises stand.  

This verse is not mainly talking about God’s sovereignty (though Scripture affirms 
that God is sovereign) but of God’s abundant forgiveness and mercy. His ways 
are higher particularly in terms of forgiveness and mercy. He pardons those we 
would never pardon.  

God’s covenant mercy to rebellious sinners is not just greater, they are infinitely 
higher than ours.  

Since God pardons “those we would never pardon,” how might this 
reshape the way you view the people you are tempted to write off in your 
neighbourhood or workplaces? 
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2. God’s Promise is Absolutely Dependable. (v10-11) 

 

The second reason we should return to God is the firm ground of His unwavering 

dependability.  

 

God not only intends to show compassion; He will actively accomplish what He 

purposes. His Word and covenantal promises are absolutely dependable and will 

certainly fulfil the purpose He sends them. In Isaiah 40:1-8, we see that comfort 

and pardon rest not on human ability but on the unshakable reliability of God 

Word: “the word of our God will stand forever”.  

 

Isaiah illustrates this with the image of the water cycle. Rain and snow descend 

from heaven not aimlessly, but with a purpose. They water the earth, make it 

flourish, bring forth bread for the eater, and seed for the sower. Only after 

completing this life-giving mission do they return. Isaiah’s point is that God’s 

Word, like the rain, never returns empty-handed. It always carries back to Him 

the results He intends.  

 

Just as rain produces immediate fruit (bread to the eater) and future fruit (seed to 

the sower), God’s Word brings both immediate comfort and long-term 

transformation to His people. When God’s Word is read and proclaimed, it is not 

only heard but it acts, convicts, restores, and renews.  

Since the power lies in God’s Word and not our eloquence, how does this 
free you to speak about Christ more boldly? 

 

 

 

 

3. God’s Great Promise (v12-13) 

 

The final reason to seek the Lord and to return to him is “For…” God promises 

great results and a bright future for those who turn to Him.  

 

When God’s people return to him, listen to Him, and allow His Word to do the 

work in them, joy and peace are always the result. These verses express the 

overflowing happiness of those who return to God, made possible through the 

work of His Servant.  
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Isaiah paints another picture, one of joy on a cosmic level. The renewed creation 

itself joins the celebration. Inanimate creation (mountains, hills, and trees) praise 

God for His redemption. Using the language of new creation, we read of a 

transformed world where thorns and briers (symbols of barrenness and curse) 

are replaced with fruitful and useful trees. We see a picture of God’s restorative 

power, removing the curse and replacing it with fruit and delight.  

 

All this restoration points to the glory and praise of His name (v13). God’s work is 

secure and permanent, an everlasting sign of His faithful covenant. Because God 

is faithful, all of creation, including us, will be fruitful. 

 

Where is Jesus in all this? Just as God calls Israel to come to him: “everyone 

who thirst” (Isa 55:1), Jesus says that whoever drinks of the water He gives will 

never be thirsty again… welling up to eternal life (John 4:14). The promise of joy 

and peace in Isaiah is ultimately fulfilled in Christ, who satisfies eternally.  

 

Jesus is the living water who satisfies eternally (John 4:14) 

Where do you still try to satisfy your thirst with temporary or worldly things instead 

of Christ? 

How can you participate in sharing Jesus’ life-giving message with those who 

have not yet heard the gospel (locally or overseas missions?) 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray: 

1. Thank God for His mercy and forgiveness that surpasses human understanding. 

 Pray that God would soften our hearts to forgive others and see people, 

especially those difficult or rebellious, with His perspective.  

 

2. Pray for God to help you trust fully in His Word and Promise.  

 Pray that His Word would produce lasting fruit in our lives and that we 

would boldly share it with others, relying on His powers rather than our 

own.  

 

3. Pray for God’s joy, peace, and restoration to reach the unreached peoples who 

have not heard the gospel.  

 Ask God to use you and your church to point others to Christ, the living 

water, both locally and overseas. 


