HOLY CONDUCT IN A HOSTILE WORLD
1 Peter 2:11-25 (ESV)

11 Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the
flesh, which wage war against your soul. 2 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles
honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your
good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the
emperor as supreme, # or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil
and to praise those who do good. *° For this is the will of God, that by doing good
you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 6 Live as people who are
free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servantsld of

God. " Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and
gentle but also to the unjust. *° For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God,
one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 2° For what credit is it if, when you sin
and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you
endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 2! For to this you have been
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you
might follow in his steps. 2> He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his
mouth. 22 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself
bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 2° For you were straying like
sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

INTRODUCTION:

The Apostle Peter was writing to Christians who were scattered and living as exiles
in a world that often misunderstood or opposed their faith. He wanted them to see
that their identity as God’s chosen people meant they were called to live differently.
Their lives were not to be defined by the hostility around them, but by the holiness of
the One who had called them. In this passage, Peter shows us three marks of holy
conduct in a hostile world: living with holy restraint, showing honorable conduct
under authority, and following Christ's example in suffering. These are not distant
concepts but practical realities that touch our daily lives in our families, workplaces,
and communities. As we reflect on these truths, let us ask how they shape our own
conduct today and pray for God’s strength to live them out faithfully.
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DISCUSS:
1. Living As Exiles With Holy Restraint (vv. 11-12)

Peter begins by reminding believers that they are sojourners and exiles in this
world. This identity means we do not fully belong here, and therefore we must be
careful not to be shaped by the desires of the flesh that wage war against our
souls. To live as exiles is to live differently — resisting what the world embraces,
and keeping our eyes fixed on Christ.

As exiles in this world, how do we recognize and resist the desires of the flesh
that wage war against our souls, and what does it look like to live differently with
our eyes fixed on Christ?

2. Living With Honorable Conduct That Bears Witness To God (vv. 13-17)

Peter calls believers to submit to human authorities for the Lord’s sake. This is
not blind obedience, but a way of bearing witness to God’s sovereignty.
Honorable conduct means living with integrity and respect, even when we
disagree. It shows the world that our ultimate trust is not in human authority but in
Christ, and that our actions are shaped by His example of humility and truth.

How can Christians demonstrate respect and integrity under authority — whether
in the workplace, at home, or in society — so that our conduct points others to
Christ?




3.

Follow Christ’s Example In Suffering (vv 18-25)

Peter reminds us that Christ suffered unjustly, yet He did not retaliate. Instead,
He entrusted Himself to the Father who judges justly. This is the example we are
called to follow when we face hostility or unfair treatment. To walk in His steps
means choosing patience over retaliation, trust over bitterness, and faith over
fear.

Think about a time when you felt treated unfairly or misunderstood. How might
Christ’'s example — choosing patience and entrusting Himself to the Father —
reshape the way you respond in such moments?

Pray:

1.

For Holy Restraint:

Lord, You have called us to be Your beloved people, living as exiles in this world.
Help us to remember that our true citizenship is in heaven, and to resist the
desires of the flesh that seek to pull us away from You. Teach us to live
differently, with our eyes fixed on Christ, so that our lives reflect our belonging to
Him. Strengthen us daily to walk in holiness, even when the world around us pulls
in another direction.

For Honorable Conduct:

Father, teach us to live with integrity and respect under authority. When we
disagree, help us to respond with humility and truthfulness. May our honorable
conduct be a testimony that we serve Christ above all, and may our actions bring
glory to Your name in our workplaces, families, and communities. Give us
wisdom to know when to speak, courage to stand firm, and grace to show
respect, so that others may see Christ in us.

For Endurance in Suffering:

Lord Jesus, You suffered unjustly and yet responded with patience and trust.
Teach us to follow in Your steps when we face hostility or pain. Guard our hearts
from bitterness and retaliation, and help us to entrust ourselves to the Father who
judges justly. May our endurance in suffering bear witness to Your grace and
show the world that our hope rests in You alone. Strengthen us to walk faithfully,
so that even in hardship, our lives may reflect Your love and truth.



